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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUN:TY COMMTSSIONERS

FOR COLI'MBTA COI'iltrlTY, OREGON

In the Matter of Adopting
the Columbia County PubIic
Event Ordinance

The Board
follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 97-6

of Commissioners for Columbia County ordains as

)

)

)

)

)

SECTION 1. TTTLE.

This ordinance shall be known as Ordinance No. 97-6. Exhibit
"A", which is attached heret,o and incorporat.ed herein by t.his
reference, shall be known as the "Columbia County Public Event
Ordinance".

SECTTON 2. AUTHORITY.

This ordinance is adopt,ed pursuant to ORS 203.035.

SFT'TTON ? PTIRPOSE.

This ordinance is intended t,o regulate publj-c event,s such as
races or parades.

SECTION 4. ADOPTION.

The "Columbia County Pub1ic Event Ordinance,,, a copy of which
is att,ached hereto, labeled Exhibit *A" and incorporat.ed herein by
this reference, is hereby adopted.

SECTION 5. CONFORMANCE WITH OTHER LAWS.

This ordinance shall in no way be a subsLitut.e for, nor
eliminate the necessity of conforming with, dfly and al-r laws and
administ.rative rules of t,he state of oregon, or its agencies , ot
any other ordinance, rule, or regulation of Columbia County.

SF:CTTON 6 SEVERABILITY.

If any provision of t,his ordinance is for any reason held
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invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction,
such portion shall be deemed a separate, dist,j-nct, and independenL
provision and such holding shall not. affect, the validity of the
remaining port.ions of t,his ordinance.

SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This ordinance being immediately necessary to maintain t,he
public healt,h, safet,y and welfare, dD emergency is declared to
exist and t,his ordinance shall take ef f ect. on July 2, 1-997 .

Approved as to form BOARD OF COI]NTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR COL IA COUNTY,

By Q^u^.,1()h^/^a-
ottjc/ ot boun{r dounsel

By

By

Attest:

By,
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Chairman
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Commi oner

r

First Reading:
Second Reading:
Effective Date:
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EXHTBIT \TA"

COLUMBTA COU}i1TY PUBLIC EVE}iII ORDTNANCE

SECTION ].. TITLE.

This ordinance shall be known as the "Co1umbia County Pub1ic
Event. Ordinance".

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS.

A. Parade. *Parade" means any march or procession
consisting of people, animals or vehicles, ot combination thereof,
except funeral processions, upon any public road which does not
comply with normal and usual Lraffic regmlations or conLrols.

B. Race- "Race" means an organized run of 100 or more
participants who are at any one time upon any portion of a public
road. Athletic competitions sponsored by a Columbia Count.y school
district are not included within t,his def inition.

C. Motorcade. "Motorcade,, means an organized procession
cont.aining twenty-five or more vehicles, except funeral processions
and military convoys, upon any public road.

D. Walkathon. "Walkathon,' means any organized walk of 100
or more part,icipants who are at, any one t,ime upon any port,ion of a
public road.

E. Bicycle Tour- "Bicycle Tour,, means any organized group
of 50 or more bicycles upon any public road.

F. Public Event- ..Public Event,, means any parade, race,
moLorcade, walkathon, bicycle tour or large evenL as defined in
this section.

G. Prrl-r'l i c Pneri "Pub1ic Road" means any public road, ds
defined in oRS 358.001(5), in columbia county, except those within
the limits of any incorporat,ed city.

H. Large Event- "Large Event,, is any public event, except
funeral processions, involving more t.han l-00 vehicles, 300 bicycles
or 300 pedestrian participant.s upon any portion of a public road..
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SECTTON 3. PERMITS.

A. It shal1 be unlawful for any person to conduct a public
event in or upon any public road or knowingly participate in any
such public event, unless and unt,il a permit to conduct, such public
evenL has been obt,ained from the Sheriff, ot, as hereinafter
provided, from the Board of County Commissioners.

B. It shall- be unlawful, and no permit shall be issued, Lo
conduct any public event, after sunset and before sunrise, unless
the Sheriff or the Board of County Commissioners is assured that
adequate steps have been taken to provide for the safety of the
participants, spectat.ors, and resident.s in t.he vicinity of the
act.ivity.

SECTTON 4. APPLfCATIONS FOR PERMITS; FEES.

A. Any person who wants Lo conduct a public evenL shall
apply to the Sheriff for a permit at least sixt.y (60) days in
advance of the date of the proposed public evenL. The sheriff may
at his or her discret,ion consider any application for a permit to
conduct a public event which is filed less t.han sixty (G0) days
prior t.o the dat,e the public event, is to be conduct,ed. The
application for such permit shaI1 be made in writing on a form
approved by the Sheriff. In order that. adequate arrangements may
be made f or the proper policing of the public event, t,he
application shall contain the following informat.ion:

1 . The name of the applicant, t.he sponsoring
organizat.ion, the public event, chairperson and the addresses and
t.elephone numbers of each;

2. The purpose of t,he public event, the date when it. is
proposed to be conduct.ed, the location of the assembly area(s),
rout.e to be traveled and the approximate time when the public event.
will assemble, start and terminat.e;

3. Such other
reasonably necessary;

information as the Sheriff may deem

B. The person or organizat,ion applying for the public event
permit shalI also t,ender along with the application an applicat,ion
fee. The application fee shalI be 910.00, excepL that. for large
event.s the applicat,ion fee shall be 950.00.
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C. The person or organization applying for the public event
permit shall also tender along with the application the deposit
reguired by Sect.ion 12 of t.his ordinance.

SECTION 5. ISSUANCE OR DENIAL OF PERMIT.

A. Standards for Issuance. The Sheriff or, in the event of
a large event, the Board of County Commissioners shal1 issue a
permit conditioned upon the applicant's writt.en agreement. to comply
with the terms of such permit unless t,he Sheriff or Board finds
t.hat:

l-. The t,ime, route and size of the public evenL will
disrupt, to an unreasonable extent the movement of ot.her t.raffic or
will endanger the safet,y of participants or cit,izens , ot cause a
saf ety hazard ot.her t,han t.raf f ic.

2. The public event is of a size or nature that.
reguires the diversion of too many law enforcement officers, public
works employees or other personnel to properly control t,he public
event or that, allowing t.he public event would deny reasonable l-aw
enforcement, or other emergency service protect.ion to citizens of
the County.

3. Such public event will interfere with anot.her public
event for which a permit has been issued.

4. The Count.y Public Works Director determines t.he
event. would damage public roads.

B. St,andard f or Denial . The Sherif f ot, in t.he case of
large event.s, the Board of county commissioners shall deny an
applicat.ion for a public event permit and notify t,he applicant of
such denial where:

L. The Sheriff or Board of County Commissioners makes
any finding cont.rary to the findings reguired to be made for the
issuance of a permit.

2. The inf ormatj_on contained in the applicat,ion is
found to be false or nonexist.ent in any material detail.

3. The applicant refuses to agree to abide by or comply
with all conditions of the permit.
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SF:r'TTON 6 COIffIEITTS OF PERMIT.

In each permit the Sheriff or, in the case of large evenLs,
t,he Board of Count,y Commissioners shal1 specify:

The assernlcly area and time therefor;

The starting and ending t.ime of the public event,-

The minimum and maximum speeds;

The route of the public event,.

E. What portions of public roads to be traversed may be
occupied by such public €v€nt,;

A

B

C

D

F
event;

The number of persons reguired to monitor the public

G. The number and Llpes of vehicles, if any;

H. That. permittee advise all parLicipant,s in t,he public
evenL by written notice, of the terms and conditions of the permit,
prior to t.he commencement of such public event;

I. Such other reguirements as are found by the Sheriff Lo be
reasonably necessary for t.he protection of persons or properLy;

J. The amount. of deposit required as set forth in section i-2.

SECTION 7. REVIEW PROCEDI]RE.

Upon denial by the Sheriff of an application made pursuant to
section 5.B, the applicant, may appeal from the determinat,ion of the
sheriff within five days thereafter to the Board of count.y
Cormnissioners at its next meet.ing. upon such appeal, the Board of
county commissioners may reverse, affirm, or modify in any regard
the det.ermination of the Sheriff

SECTTON B. LARGE EVE}iTS.

The permit for any large evenL shall be issued sorely by the
Board of County Commissioners.
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SECTION 9. REVOCATION OF PERMITS.

Any permit for a public evenL issued pursuant to this
ordinance may be sunrnarily revoked by the Sheriff at any time when
by reason of disaster, public calamity, riot or other emergency,
the Sheriff determines that, the safety of t.he public or property
reqr:ires such revocation. Notice of such action revoking a permit
shall be delivered in writing to the permittee by personal service
or by certif ied or regist,ered mail.

SECTION 1-0. HOLD HARMLESS.

Applicant.s shaII agree in writing Lo indemnify, defend and
save and hold harmless t,he County and other public agencies, i-t.s
Commissioners, boards, officers, including the County Sheriff,
employees and agents, from aII suits, actions, damages or claims to
which t,he County may be subjected of any kind or naLure what.soever
resulting from, caused by, arising out, of or as a consequence of
such public event, and t,he activities permitted in connect.ion
t,herewith. Applicant.s shal1 provide County with evidence of
insurance with single limit policy amounts of 91,000,000.00, naming
County and other affected public agencies, their officers, agenLs
and employees as addit.ional insureds. Provided, the Sheriff may
waive proof of insurance if circumstances warrant for public events
other than large events.

SECTION 1_1. COSTS.

Applicants shall pay to t,he County the cost of County and
personnel from ot.her public agencies who are required to work or
perform duties during or as a result of such public events and all
other cost,s incurred by County and other public agencies including
but not limited to trash removal, road repairs, policing, fire
prot.ection, medical- assist.ance and medical sLandby, administrative
cost.s, and. manning of barricades. Applicants shal1 deposit. with
t.he County, as described in Section 1-2, a sum in an amount required
by the Sheriff or Board of County Commissioners for t.he purpose of
covering costs to the County and ot.her public agencies.

SECTION 12. T]F:POSTT

Applicants shall- provide a deposit to the County not l-ess than
1-5 days prior to the public event in an amounL set' by the Sheriff
ot, in the case of a large event, the Board of County
Conrnissioners. The deposit shaIl be in cash or by cert.ified check.
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Applicant.s shal1 not be entit,led to int.erest on funds deposited.
The etq>enses County and ot.her public agencies incur before, during,
aft.er or as a result of the public event, including any costs
associated with enforcing the condit,ions of an applicant,s permit,
shal1 be deduct,ed from the deposit,. Any remaining barance, shall
be refunded to t,he applicant, within 30 days of the public event..

SHCTTON .I ? COMPLIANCE WTTH LAWS.

Issuance of a permit under t.his ordinance shaII noL relieve
applicant of the responsibility to comply with all applicable
ordinances and 1aws, and obtain all other required permits and
licenses necessary for a public event.

SECTTON 14. CONDTTTONS IN PERMITS.

Any permit granted under this ordinance may contain condit.ions
reasonably calculat,ed to reduce or minimize the dangers and hazards
to vehj-cular or pedestrian traffic and t,he public health, safety,
t.ranquilit,y and werfare including but, noL limited t.o changes in
time, duration and number of participant,s.

SECTTON 15. PENALTY.

Tttis ordinance is enforceable under, and violators hereof are
subj ect to the penalties provided in, the columbia count,y
Enforcement Ordinance.
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